KARNATAKA HERITAGE SOCIETY. 


Centre for Technology Development 
CSIC Complex, Indian Institute of Science Campus, Bangalore - 560 012 


PROJECT ON FICUS TREES 


O& Banyan (Ficus benghalensis) 
OQ Peepal (Ficus religiosa) 
& Gular (Ficus glomerata) 


The Karnataka Heritage Society was set up with 
the brief of identifying and preserving the 
hereditary treasures of the State whether 
man-made or God-given. One of its projects 
concerns itself with saving the three species of 
trees of the Ficus family - F. benghalensis, F. 
religiosa and F. glomerata. For most Indians, the 


A fine example of a peepal tree. 
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Most ficus trees are fortunately protected for religious reasons. 


banyan and peepal symbolise and represent the 
natural life of our country. and saving them 
should be comparitively easy. 


. 


Ficus is the ancient Latin name for the edible fig 
(Ficus carica). A feature of these trees is that the 
tiny microscopic flowers are inside the figs and are 
fertilized by minute insects living inside the fruit. 


There are about 600 species of ficus in the world. 
About 80 species are found in our country, and the 
most spectacular and useful of this group are the 
three species, the banyan, the peepal and the 
gular. 


A Banyan near Sarjapur protected by a farmer for religious reasons. 


THE BANYAN 


Excepting the high hills, the banyan grows throughout India and is 
revered for its many virtues. Apart from shade and shelter, it provides 
food to innumerable insects, birds and animals throughout the year, 
unlike other species which fruit only at certain seasons. The leaves of 
the banyan are used as sacred platters, a practice which may have some 
medicinal vaiue, while its dry twigs are always used for kindling the 
sacred fire. 


If the aerial roots of the banyan are given an opportunity to reach the 
ground, they provide crutches for its old age, and in fact a new tree 
grows out of the new roots enabling it to spread over a large area and 
survive for thousands of years. A great banyan tree in the Royal 
Botanical Garden of Calcutta is the largest in the world, having been 
planted in 1782. Another famous tree in Andhra is said to have a 
circumference of 2000 ft., have over 3000 trunks, under which 20,000 
people could take shelter. 


THE PEEPAL 


This is a large tree with an erect trunk, and provides excellent shade by 
its widely spreading branches. The leaves are smooth and heart shaped 
with a long stalk and a pointed apex. With the slightest breeze the leaves 
are set in a sparkling and tinkling motion and provide a glorious sight. 


Aerial roots of Banyan seldom reach the ground 
because of human disturbance. 


Birds are the agents for dispersing the seeds, which often germinate in 
the most inhospitable places like the walls of buildings and rock surfaces. 
The peepal is known for the fact that Lord Gautham Buddha obtained 
enlightenment under its shade at Buddha Gaya more than 2000 years 
ago. Like the banyan, the peepal too is a common tree in Bangalore and 
‘well protected by the local community for its religious significance. Apart 
from the religious myths and legends which surround it, almost all parts 
of the tree, including its bark, have some medicinal value. 


The peepal too, is capable of reaching a great age. A record in the Kew 
Gardens in England, gives the age of a peepal tree at Anuradhapura in 
1852 to be 2147 years old. 


THE GULAR 


This member of the Ficus Family is also protected for religious reasons 
and worshipped because in addition to its ecological value and as an 
indicator of ground water, it is supposed to be the abode of Lord Dutta. 


A Banyan tree heartlessly treated by the KEB. 


Hoardings spoil the beauty of these trees. This one is at Domlur airport road. 


Its large reddish fruits are relished by man, birds and animals while the 
bark, leaves and fruit are used in local medicine as with the banyan and 
peepal. The iwigs and leaves are used for religious ceremonies, and its 
wood is also used for kindling the sacred fire. 


Bangalore is fortunate to have a surprisingly large number of these ficus 
trees even within city limits, surviving because of religious sentiment. The 
K.H.S. will attempt to increase the number and quality of these trees for 
historical, and ecological reasons. The risk of destruction of such trees 
does not come from the community close to them. Destruction is the 
result of neglect and casual mishandling or damage. There are three 
major sources of danger : 


ls Ill-treatment by the Karnataka Electricity board, the Public Works 
Department, the Bangalore Water Supply & Sewerage Board, who 
often damage and destroy these trees during their operation. 


2. Damaging of the aerial roots by men and animals and preventing 
them from entering the ground. 


3. Danger from developers who want to clear the land, for their building 
projects. 


The farnataka Heritage Society and the Department of Environment, 
Goverment of Karnataka, propose to place a plaque on some of the 
more spectacular Ficus trees, both within urban limits and in the 
countryside. You are requested to inform the K.H.S. of any suitable tree 
which needs such protection at the following address : 


The Karnataka Heritage Society 

(Tree Protection Project) 

C/o, Shri Zafar Futehally 

No. 2205, Oakwood Apartments 

Jakkasandra Layout, Koramangala 3rd Block 

8th Main, Bangalore - 560 034. Phone : 5533684 


A fine example of an unmutilated banyan tree. in rural Bangalore. 
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Avery healthy and large peepal tree with 24 ft. girth. 
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